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After five and a half months of recovery fro: 
I'm able to drive my ‘38 S| 
drive my Buick and start off the new publishing ye 
health. | sent the summer off with a bang at this year's Great 
‘web aha Gatsby Pienic in Oakland, California. Dressed in period clothing, 
hundreds of pre-war car owners (including several of our mem: 
bers) brought their cars and held elabor ound them, 
Above you can see Don Howell (#559) with his 38-41 and the fa 
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Mark Garcia (#1390) and his wife showed up with his 38-41 
too, but he decided to rest and sleep the afternoon off in the beau- 
tiful sunshine 


CLUB NEWS 


As we start the new publishing year | want to introduce a new member, and our new designer. 
‘Tanoa Stewart (#1823). Tanoa has been a graphic artist and vintage enthusiast for over 10 years. He 
has also been the webmaster of our website www.torquetube.com since it's conception last year, 


I have good news on the license plate badges. John Evers (#1695) can produce the badges and will 
handle distribution. We will give you all the information in our November/December 2004 issue. 


Bob Ward (#114) wants to announce that the 2005 Eastern Club Meet will be held June 13th to 
16th in Lindsay, Ontario, Canada. Also please keep in mind that since 9-11, it is a good idea to have a 
‘sport when traveling in and out of the U.S. It's never too early to apply for ane, There will be a full: 


pa 
h all the details, but if you have any questions now you can contact Bob 


page ad in the next issue wi 
at: the37limowa sympatico.c 


As far as @ calendar for 2005, it’s not too late to send pictures. | have only received a few pictus 
big enough to work, so I'm still looking for submissions. If I'm able to put it together it will be adverti 


the next issue, | 


Walter Fowler. The setting is his Grand 

rs camp in Pike County, Pennsyl 

nia. His Grandfather started buying 

Buicks when Aubums were no longer 

this family's enduring 

¢ machines. After Bill 

found this picture it became even clearer 

why his Dad loved his “38 Century so 

much. Unfortunately Bill needs 10 sell 

his dad’s Century, If you think you have 

a good home for her, you can see the ad 

in the “Cars for Sale” section on page 
twenty-six. 


Harry Logan (#651) sent me thi 
rare photo of U.S. solders in Europe in 
World War Il sitting in a converted 1937 
Buick, Notice the camouflage paint and 
all the added seating, 

Bill Fowler (#1195) sent in this family 
photograph, taken around 1938. This 
was his Grandfather's 1937 Buick. Pic- 
tured left to right is his Uncle Wyland, his 
Grandmother Lila Mae Fowler. and dad 


PTEMI 


New 


mber Ron Tavares (#1813) in San Lorenzo, California, just bought this ‘37-40C. He plans to do 
full frame-off restoration, Ron saw this car over fifteen years ago and tried to buy it then, Unfortunately 
the previous owner wouldn't sell it and let it sit outside and become more decrepit. Thanks to people like 
Ron, it will come back to Ii luck on your restoration, Ron! 


Another new member, J.D. Thornton (#1787) from Natchitoches, Louisiana (Chief Administrator, Nat 
chitoches Parish Sheriff's Office} bought this “37-46 from Dr. Curtis, who brought it here from New Mexico 
in 1999. He's going to do frame-off restoration, too. Here are some pictures: the first are of when he picked 
it up from where he found it sitting in a fi jana. We think he's getting some work 
done in the prison body shop. 
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One of our members from Norway, Sverre Christoflersen (#1491), sent me these great pictures of his 
restoration project. | assume due to rust (and other issues), Sverre needed to weld major replacement se 
tions onto his car in order to bring it back to its original glory. Sverre promises to send us more informa- 
tion in the future about his project. 


It is not often that | talk about members thar dont have cars, bur Stephen | 
Kanyusik (#1754) is one excellent exception, 84-year-old Stephen is a WWI! and 
Korean Navy war veteran. He served as a war photographer and was stationed on 
several aircraft carriers through out his career. Stephen is a big admirer of 1938 
Buick Coupes. He is willing to swap original WWII and Korean War action photo- | 
graphs and a museum quality 4X5 Speed graphic Signal Corps camera, complete 
with an official metal case, for a restored 1938 Buick Coupe. Ifyou are interested 
you can reach him at 586-268-4615. The 

‘Torque Tube would like to thank Stephen 

for his love of our cars and his service for our country. Here's a pic 

ture of Stephen in his uniform, and one with Tony Custis at the 

Navy Memorial. 


| hope you enjoy this issue and please feel free te send in your 
stories, pictures and technical tips. | can always use more storie 
information and support from our members, 
Happy motoring, 


fa 
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DILLARD: DRIVEN TO DRIVE 


By Giancarlo Davis (#1748) 


ike Dillard's modest dwelling, a small, 

weathered house in Beckwourth, Cali 

fornia, seems to be as remote as a Hi 

malayan monastery. It's located be 
tween a lonely stretch of highway and a large 
swath of valley. Looming in the distance, the shad- 
owy, fang-like ridge of the Sierra Nevadas cuts into 
ngly infinite, deep blue sky. He's a few 
miles from the nearest small town, while the clos. 
est city is Reno, which lies well over forty 1 
away. (Sacramento lies an easy two hundred miles 


Pho 


by Mark Jordan (#1297) 


case, braving infernal heat, hellish cold, and some 
of the country’s most bedeviling traflie congestion, 

Needless to say, Mike likes long drives: 
really long drives--in any of the classics he 
owns (such as his 1938 Buick), or is restoring 
(like his 1953 Buick). He's driven to Las Vegas 
and through Colorado (where his worst prob: 
lem was a bout with vapor lock and the scores 
of dead insects that plastered the front of his 
car), through extreme temperatures and over 
treacherous mountain passes, 


Distance hardly fazes this rugged 
dashing. beige 1938 Buick 41. He drives 
to Reno from Beckwourth on a regular basis and 
frequently ventures almost three hundred miles 
into the San Francisco Bay Area to car shows, club 
meets, and other such gatherings. His 38 ascends 
nd then descends Highway 80 through Donner 
Pass into Sacramento and the great beyond with 


Mike's furthest excursion took him to St 
Louis, Missouri. “We took off from our old 
place fin Beckwourth] and drove for four days 
in the ‘38, We had almost no problems. Except 
that when we were on our way there, | had 
one tire that was messing up the tube, and | 
got a flat. | changed that quickly and the rest 
of the ride was a breeze. I've got radials on it 
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now. The difference 
between the old tires 
and the radials is like 
night and day.” A ride 
in Mike's '38 attests to 
that: with the windows 
rolled up, whispered 
voices are louder than 
the sound of the car on 


pavement like 
to his lady; the 

seems to gently stroke 

the road, kiss its 

curves and almost 
snuggles up to stops. 

Mike's affection for 
Buicks (he also owns a sable. 
black 1947 Roadmaster) taki 
its roots in the manufacturer’s| 
skill at making durable, reliable 
cars. He also grew up around 
the legendary vehicles, “My 
always had a Buick. He said 
that if you wanted to have 
that would start when you got 
up in the morning, get « Buick. 
Until the Cadillacs and other 
cars came out with the over 
head valve V-8, they were the 
best cars on the market, The 
other cars with the flat heads| 
would have sparks that would 
jump and if it rained, or even if 
the engine got damp, it was a 
mess, It was the ‘38 Century 
that finally beat em’, flat-head 
wise, My first car was a ‘36 
Buick and then a ‘37, then @ 
40, Back in the Fifties, a friend 
of mine and I were driving’ 
around in the old San 
Leandro mud flats in our 

7 Buick, It got stuck up 
to the frame in mud, and 
it stalled. We just walked 
away from it We never 
went back to get it.” 

His ‘38's engine, 
though, has been slightly 
modified for such a 
smooth ride, and helps 
alleviate typical problems 
that are common with 
vintage car engines, “| put 
in an electronic ignition. 

But when we went to St 


Louis, we had points in 
it. The road's the same, 
whether with points or 
with electronic, except 
now you don't have to 
reset them all the time 
and the timing is al 
ways in time. Cooling 
system-wise, all I did 
was put in a new radia- 
tor core. And it’s been 
modified with four- 
pounds of pressure. 
There's an overflow 

ink on it, 100,” 
To Mike, overheat 
ing shouldn't be a 

prime concern for anybody, 
even if they opt to drive from 
Tierra del Fuego to the North 
Pole. “Everyone is worried 
When the gauge goes up, but 
unless it’s spilling on the 
ground, you don't’ have to 
worry about it,” Mike insists, 
"I listen to everybody's talk, 
and | think that's why peo. 
ple put idiot lights on, I drive 
my ‘38 all the way to San 
Jose and the gauge will go 
all the way up, because it 
gets HOT when you get 
down there. But you have to 
realize that the gauge only 
goes to 212 degrees, and 
youve got coolant ‘that’s 
good ‘til 245-250 degree 

But the gauge only goes to 

212. And these cars are run: 

ning between 212-230 d 

grees all the. time! 1 think 
that’s one of the re 
sons that people don't 
drive their cars for 
long distances 

Uthey're scared of 
them! When the car's 
not pressurized, what 
happens is that when 
you pull in to park 
youl spill all the stuff 
out on the ground 
My dad had one all 
through World War IL 
And we tsed to go to 
Sacramento all the 
time!” 
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But for those that tend to be a bit more 
skittish about temperature problems, Mike 
suggests a coolant called Evans Cooling 
“With that, your car can run up to 375 de- 
grees with no problem. It's truly the cat's| 
meow.” Even in heavy traffic Mike remains| 


unfazed. “Even if they keep the ear running 
and it's stalled in traffic, people are afraid 
of their gauge. which only shows the tem- 
perature reaching up to 212 degrees, These 
cars are running hotter than that anyway 
If that gauge goes all the way up, it doesnt 
really matter. These engines were made to 
heat up to that kind of heat.” 

Fueled by a vehement ethic of self 
reliance, Mike believes that, in many ways, 
people keep a distance from their cars by 
not learning how to keep them up. His sue Ut 
cesses on his longer drives have much to do with where to get the parts. There's easier money to be 
his eagerness to learn about the mechanics of his made than to mess with these! S. ently 
38's engine, In fact, these guys that own their 
many modern me- own cars and can't work 
chanies as well tend to on them themselves are 
shy away from doing really screwed!" 
very much work on the end of each 
classic cars, including ride, Mike's wife, Joan, 
most ‘388, “The prob- disembarks to return with 
Jem is that you ge a bottle of cleaning sol 
nome guy that doesn't vent and water and pro. 
know how to fix cars ceeds to swab the chrom: 
and then there's no at the front end of the 
garage that they can car, “The bugs are the 
go to. Where are they worst part of these long 
going to go? Most ga. Mike sighs, “And 


Tages you pull into ly ought to be the 
the mechanics will worst of it, The thing is, a 
say, ‘We don’t work on car is like a horse. If you 
those!’ And even if they happen to like to work on want to ride him a ways, like into next month, 


the older vehicles, the mechanics don't know you ride him every day before then. The owner of 
a Buick ought to be able to climb into his 
or her Buick and go wherever he or she 
‘wanted to go, no matter how far. If you let 
the car sit in the garage for six months 
[Mike typically 

“THESE ENGINES doesn't drive dur. 
WERE MADE TO ing Beckwourth’s 
HEAT UP...” white winters}, 
then you got to 

be doing some. 

thing and checking things out. Vehicles 
are just like people. If you sit on your butt 
the whole time and you get fat, then you 
can't do anything. The same thing hap- 
pens to a car. if you don't drive it for a 
long period of time, it won't start up im: 
mediately and may not start at all. You've 
got to keep it in prime condition if you 
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brand new upholstery in them, and most of the 


time they don't really go anywhere with them 
In the 1960s, I had a ‘49 Buick, which I sold in 
1962. I restored it and painted it, but | really 
didn't have any fun with it, You couldn't buy 
the original upholstery. and it turned hard, too 
And I took my mother-in-law to Las Vegas, and 
didn't even let her have a bottle of water in it 
We took the ‘38 to a show in Las Vegas, and 
when people looked inside they asked when { 
was going to re-upholster it. I'm not into having 
the car look just perfect. | would rather have 
the original upholstery in it with a few tears, 
when | want to have a cup of coffee, | don't 
have to worry it spills on the seat.” 
Lastly, Mike sagely suggests that enjoying 
your ride, no matter how far the journey, is the 
want it to go somewhere, Whenever any little most important aspect of driving. He never feels like 
thing breaks, fix it he's competing with 
soon as you can, the newer cars on 
drive the the road, and feels 
of your ¢ comfortable passing 
even if it is once a emis at a leisurely 
week pace. “You can get a 


With the under- [iy deine GAARA iecter speed if you 


standing how the by Hy Weck about 

ngine works and +H 100/ 10000" of the 
having the capability head and raised the 
to be your car's min. : compression up, 
uiteman mechanic But the best thing 

nd medic, hun: is not to race any 
dreds of miles of ! one. People of all 
cross-country driv ages can be real 
ing can be no more fools. They're in. 
detrimental to your hurry all the time 
beloved car than and theyre not get 
backing out of your ting anywhere!” 
driveway on a perfect spring morning for n drive 
down the street 

Furthermore, Mike doesn’t treat h 
car like a shelved trophy. It's a car, and 
despite its excellent physical condition 
he doesn't want to make it look like {t's 
aan automotive bauble bound to rest in a 
museum, In fact, he likes the dust and 
dirt (though maybe not the bugs so 
much) that somewhat sully his prized 
Vehicles. Perhaps the residue may stand 
as a reminder of the many miles the car 
has driven. “The Buick’s original color is 
beige, just a shade darker than what it is 
now. Initially, | hated the color until | got 
inside and drove it. | think now the car 
could be dirtier than heck and the dirt 
just won't show, Now, I dont mind the 
Girt so much. Everyone these days wants| 


ad 


LET LLL 


it-shined look to their car. They want 
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qWE 2OYEAR RESTORATION 


By G 


nearlo Davis (#1748) Photos by Ernest Zocchi (#83) 


CC Ashes to ashes 
and dust to dust’ bad. Zocchi was 
an ancient reli ing some kind 
gious text once of initial progress: 

said in regards to man. with the car. ‘I 

kind’s temporal state of found a guy in 

existence in this world Yonkers who started 

But to the eyes of to redo the 

Emest Zocchi, the text dashboard, And he's 

might as well hé the only one that 

“ashes to ash did it the best that 1 

rust to rusi.”” The know of. 

gravel-voiced owner of a 

1938 Buick has had to 

endure what must have clock, the odometer, 

felt like an eternity as and all the intricate 
he saw his beloved ‘38 stuff.” 

run rugged through a For the 

season in hell in. the more complicated 

bungling hands of an restorations on the 
incompetent restorer car's body and en: 

The season started gine, Zocchi se 
in 1 Zocchi found the 38 to a me. 

the ‘38 within the pages chanic that did a 

of Hemmings Motor devil's dance on the 

News, for sale by some car and then practi 

in Duxbury, Massa. cally sold it back to 
chusetts, “The guy | him the way he found 
bought it from had it in it; ramshackle tomb 

a barn and they opened on wheels with a 

the barn door, and fresh, drab, slab of 

there she was. | took paint. “After 1 bring 
her for a drive and I the car to this guy 
ended up taking her the brake line’s bro 
home, The guy | bought ken when 1 get it 
from purchased her back. He replaced a 
from a professor Texas.” perfectly operational 
Though it had lain gasket with another 

dormant for a while, the in my vent. It was a 

car roared into Zocchi’s piece of brown mate 

life after he turned the rial, I couldn't believe 
key and took it for a it, And as far as 
test run. Then, owning charging me, he went 
the car for some time. over me like a fine. 
he decided it needed toothed comb. He 
some work I charged me for my 
started taking the car brakes, a blowout 
apart, one bolt at a which | never had and 
time.” then proceeded to 

break my two trunk 


den help. He 


t 
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And when Zocchi opted to seek 
jon or, more signifi 


“I hear a cou- 
ple of BANGS 
and the next 
thing you 
know, the 
brake line is 
broke!” 


decent, After he had initially purchased Ii 
the car and sent it to the rogue re- 
storer, Zocchi intended to chauffeur 
his eldest daughter to her prom, but it 
wasn't ready yet...and wouldn't be for 
another two dec 
ades. “I wasn't 

able to use it “THE CAR IS 
until 20 years A RARE 
later when my BEAUTIFUL 
youngest daugh: PIECE OF 
ter married. | WORK.” 
hack two 


months befor 
and we used the car for the wedding.” 
But though his pocketbook was vir 
tually drained, as was his confidence 
in depending on the 
try, Zocchi's patience 
termination has paid 
rare, beautiful piece of work 


Limiteds were bigger and typically had 
jump seats that folded down in the 
back, Ours just have the machine gun 


cabinets, The engine's a bit bigger than 
the 1938 41 Special, It's really like 


taxicab. There's plenty of room, and it 
has tons of horsepower, too. But it 
also wasn't as reasonably priced as 
Mthe 41, which was more like your 
modern car, where you 
yourself to get in there. 1 personally 
think they look decent and they also 


Though Zocchi’s experience with 
his beloved 91 Limited has made his 
temper run higher than an overheat 
ing engine, he has no intention of sell 
ing it. “I've gotten several calls through 
the years from people who wanted to 
buy it when I was trying to finish it. 1 
said no way. For all the dough | put 
into it. 'm not gonna sell it for thirty 
five grand! Look, the car’s had two mo 
tor jobs, two brake jobs, and has been 
epainted a beautiful Rembrandt 
ack. | figure if someone 


ally wants 
I might sell it for $386,000. But 
en again, probably not” __ 
ao 
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ere testing this transmission in the 

wrong car. It ought to be in an Olds 

rather than a Buick. The semi- 

automatic was much more Oldsmo- 
bile’s baby than Buick’s. And while it’s true that 
Buick manufactured the Automatic  Safety- 
Transmission for Olds from June 1937 through 
September 1939, Oldsmobile actually stood behind 
its development and got it ready for production 

So few of these semi-automatics still exist 
though, that we felt lucky to find one at all. Our 
test car, a lovely 1938 Buick Special business 
coupe, was kindly lent to us by Harrah's Automo- 
bile Collection in Reno, Nevada. We'd been curious 
for some time to find out what the semi-automatic 
felt like-how it performed and how we performed 
behind the wheel-so we drove this Buick out into 
the hills behind. Reno and gave it a thorough trial. 

In boning up about this transmission, we'd read 
that the factory recommended starting out in LOW 
range and then shifting by hand into HIGH range 
at about 20 mph. We tried it that way first and 
then also tried starting off simply in HIGH range. 
We found very little difference in acceleration, and 
of course, in HIGH range we eliminated that one 
manual shift 

The transmission has a total of four forward 
gears, LOW range starts out in first gear and shifts 
automatically to second, then holds it there. You 
power-shift by hand, but without using the clutch 
and without letting off the gas pedal. At that point, 
the transmission goes to third gear, and the final 
shift to fourth is again automatic. That's how it 
performs if you do it by the book 

But we soon found, as did most owners, that 
it's much simpler to start off in HIGH range. If you 
do that, it's automatic all the way. You do lose sec- 
ond gear, though. In HIGH, the transmission 
moved off in first gear, then shifts automatically to 
third gear, and finally shifts to fourth, again auto- 
matically. We decided we didn’t miss second gear, 
and acceleration didn't suffer very much. 

Yes, the semi-automatic does still need the old 
clutch pedal. You use the pedal when starting, 
stopping, idling, or shifting past neutral on the col- 
umn selector. We felt what we thought at first was 
some clutch chatter during rolling starts. But we 
soon found it came from the transmission directly. 
What caused the chatter we don't know. probably 
adjustment. We understand that the Automatic 
Safety-Transmission was very sensitive to engine 
tune, temperature and internal adjustment 

We talk about this transmission being “semi- 
automatic” because there's that old devil clutch 
still on the floor. Actually. it's automatic except 
when starting and stopping, The only thing it lacks 
is the Hydra-Matic’s torque converter, which al- 


lowed enough slippage to eliminate the friction 
clutch. There's the same kick-down for passing, so 
if you're driving along in fourth gear and want to 
accelerate quickly, tromping the gas at any speed 
between 23 and 55 mph immediately engages 
third. And up-shifts respect that magic combina- 
tion of car speed and acceleration, the “brain” that 


GM semi looks a lt like Hydra-Matio, but sans torque 

converter, This one discovered recently, stil i its crate, 

bby @ Palo Alto Olds dealer. H-M Dru. botght Doth for dis: 
play, 


Here's 


here a standard 1938 Buick would plant its 
shift stick. Now there’s room for three. OM called sem 
‘automatic a “safety” trans because the driver coulit heep 
both hands on the wheel, 


distinguishes this transmission from rival semi’s 
and full automatics of its time 

You can hold the accelerator to the floor, and 
shifts come at high end of the rpm scale, just as 
they would if you were trying to get the best from a 
manual-transmission car. The final shift to fourth 
comes around 55 mph under full throttle but at 28 
mph in normal driving, The shifts themselves feel 
smooth but are noticeable. Yet the engine doesn't 
rev unrestrainedly during shifts. 

In rolling to a stop, we did find the down-shift 
back to first gear rather too forceful, with « solid 
elunk around four mph. But we understand Olds 
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remedied this in the 1939 version of the semi- 
automatic. To go into reverse, you have to push 
inward on a chrome button in the end of the col- 
umn lever, and you also have to pull the lever to- 
ward you, same as shifting into reverse on a man- 
ual-transmission car column shift. 


his semi-automatic was an ancestor and direct 

link to the Hydra-Matic transmission of 1940. 
Development of both was fraught with difficulties 
R&D boiled down to years of cut-and-try 

The man initially in charge of the program was 
Earl A. Thompson, inventor of syn- 
chromesh. Thompson was one of| 
those rare inventors who had 
knocked on GM's front door from the 
outside, had been let in, was given a 
hearing, and who eventually sold GM 
his idea, Cadillac put Thompson's 
synchromesh into production in 
1928, 
become 
gineer (in 1929) under Ernest Sea 
holm, It was at Cadillac, that Thomp- 
son first began the research that 
eventually led to Hydra-Matic 

The project started in 1932 with 
the purchase of several outside pat- 
ents. It was Thompson's habit to 
buy up potentially conflicting pat 
ents, as he did with synchromesh, 
too. Since all sorts of other semi: 
automatic and fully automatic transmissions were 
being developed during the 1930s, it seemed only a 
matter of time before one or several would become 
commercial successes. Daimler had introduced the 
(non-automatic) Quid flywheel in 1930. Vicker- 
Coats had a true torque converter at that time, and 
there were transmissions in various states of auto: 
matice called 
Spontan. Grade, 
Mono-Drive, 
Reo's first Self- 
shifter, plus sev- 
eral more. No- 
clutch shifting 
was being adver- 
tised widely, as 
were preselector 
gearboxes and, of 
course, over 
drives Even free- 
wheeling 


and Thompson stayed on to} 
Cadillac's assistant chief en- be n 


y 


Buick Special business coupe has an 
‘ample trunk; but it's augmented by a 
huge storage bin behind the seat. 
Semi-automatic cost $80 in 1938 


potential 
automatic trans- 


Mt 


Earl A. Thompson, developer of 
synchromesh, pioneered work on 
jd Matic 


missions. Henry Ford was trying to develop one, so 
if nothing else, GM was covering bases and accu- 
mulating patents through Thompson's research. 

In 1932, Earl Thompson was given a tiny lab 
and a 2-man staff to work on what was code- 
named the “Military Transmission.” This sign on 
the door was simply to disguise what was really 
going on. There was nothing military about it. 

Earl's first two teammates were Ralph F. Beck 
and Walter B. Herndon. Beck designed the gearbox 
for early versions; Herndon worked on hydraulic 
controls, (Hemdon left the project in mid-1935, but 
rejoined Thompson in 1939 to refine 
the final Hydra-Matic for produc- 
tion.) 

‘A year or so after the Military 
project started, Earl added two more 
staflers: William 1. Camegie and 
Maurice S. (Rosy) Rosenberger, Car 
negie worked on controls and gen: 
eral development, and Rosenberger 
‘ended up with full responsibility for 
testing the early prototypes for reli 
ability. The transmissions, at that 
time, were pretty unreliable 

Late in 1934, Cadillac decided it 
could no longer afford the Military 
project, so in January 1935, 
Thompson's entire operation was 
transferred as a product study 
group to GM’s Central Staif under 
corporate engineering VP O.E 
Hunt. Thompson got two small offices in the GM 
Building, plus a room in the research labs 

It was here that Charles L. McCuen, general 
manager of Oldsmobile, got wind of the Military 
Transmission, Olds was at the time GM's most for- 
ward-looking division, thanks largely to McCuen, 
who was one of the corporation's most forward- 
looking —execu- 
tive engineers, 
McCuen was 
named v.p. of 
engineering for 
GM in 1940 and 
then research 
chief in 1947, 
succeeding Boss 
Ket. For the mo- 
ment, 

MeCuen 
great 


To shift into reverse, driver depresses 
clutch, pushes chromed button in- 
ward into column lever, then lifts up 

toward himself 


automatic 
transmission, so| 
he 
put 
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money for it and hoped eventually to bring it out 
as an Oldsmobile option, which, of course, he 
did. 

There then began a period during which both 
Olds and the Thompson group worked side by 
side, Thompson's stall kept doing basic research, 
while MeCuen, along with his very eapable chief 
engineer, Harlod T. Youngren, got the transmis- 
sion ready for production. 

Says William L. Carneigie: “If you keep some- 
thing like this in the development stage, you can 
keep developing it indefinitely. You come to a 
point where you ask is this suitable for produc- 
tion? Once you release it for production, you get 
it out a lot faster.” 

McCuen, Youngren, and Oldsmobile worked 
very quickly after deciding on production. There 
was no chance, though, to finish a suitable fluid 
coupling ar torque converter at this stage, so Olds: 
decided to go ahead with the semi-automatic 
gearbox and use a conventional disc clutch and 
floor pedal 

When time came for actual production, GM's 
central staff decided that Buick had greater plant 
capacity than Oldsmobile, 50 the gearboxes were 
built in Flint rather than in Lansing. Buick also 
built axles and other parts for Olds at that time. 
At any rate, the first Auto- 
matic Safety-Transmission 
appeared on an Olds 8 in 
June 1937, and Buick 
waited several months be- 
fore offering it. The Olds 
version cost only $80.00 
extra, even though Buick 
charged Olds $180.00. to 
supply the gearboxes. Olds 
later made this transmis- 
sion available on the 6 as 
well as the 8 

The semi-automatic 
‘wouldn't interchange wit 


cause of differences in size, 

80 it had to be a factory in- 
stallation, When something 
Went wrong with one of these 
transmissions, GM in- 
structed dealers not to try to AE 
repair them but simply to 5 
return them to the factory. 
Gearboxes were torn down, 
inspected. repaired, and re- 
cords kept on failures. This 
way, by the time the fully auto- 
matic Hydra-Matic came along, 
@ good deal of field testing had 
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‘Semi-anstomatic gearbox has four forward gears, 
with two sets of planetaries. Bands and clutches fs 
3 inside case are actuated hydraulically. The controls Wuction. So the 


@ set of non-planetary spur gears, 


Front siws of frnt (igh) and rer plane 
Oe tear endeared MMT PEO out the semi-automatic and 
planetares stand the ere ure 


already been done by owners. 

Innards of the semi-automatic’s gearbox were 
very much like the Hydra-Matic’s. It had two 
planetary gearsets in series, one ahead of the 
other. Sun and ring gears were held by clutches 
and bands. The automatic selection of most effi- 
cient gears was controlled by a centrifugal gover- 
nor. Shifting from one gear to another was by hy- 
draulic pistons that controlled the brake bands 
and clutches within the planetaries. 

In first gear, the bands for both gearsets were 
held tightly against the drums, so power flowed 
through both sun gears, In second, the forward 
band released to duct power through the rear 
gearset. In third, the gear band let go and the 
rear clutch engaged. In fourth, both bands re- 
leased and both clutches engaged for direct drive. 
Reverse used a separate set of convention gears, 

Olds and Buicks equipped with the semi had 
higher rear axle ratios rather than standard mod- 
els, giving a 20% “overdrive” in fourth. This 
meant that at 27000 rpms, a semi-equipped Olds 
was cruising at 65 mph while its conventional 
cousin was doing only 53 mph. Olds claimed 12" 
better acceleration when using all four gears. 
(gear ratios were changed for 1939.) 

Other semi-automatic advantages included 2- 
hand steering at all times, 
thus the “safety” epithet; an 
unobstructed front center 
seat, with no stick on the 
floor; longer engine life, and 
less gas and oil consump: 
tion. 

We haven't been able to 
find out how many Auto- 
matic Safety-Transmission- 
equipped Olds and Buicks 
were sold, Estimates put the 
figure at less than 7% of 


Hydra- 
Standard transmission be- smse load and shift accordingly. Reverse comes by Matic’s granddaddy wasn't a 


rampant bestseller by any 
means. But this reluctance 
a.27 on the public's part is under- 

standable, because the Reo 
Self-Shifter and other mid- 
1930s shifting aids promised 
a lot more than they del 
ered. So the public was a 
by that time, 
However, a Jess reputable 
automaker than Oldsmobile 
wouldn't have been able to 


Hydra-Matie over at all. 95 


By Paul DeLacehi (#1246) 


That was the question posed by the 
PreWarCar website back in August, along with the picture you see here. 
The answer is still unfolding, and it's a 
fascinating one. 


irst, meet Hans Compter in Kamo, New 
Zealand (north of Auckland). "When | 
first laid eyes on the body in 1984 I knew 
it was a rare bird indeed.” Compter liked 


the shape and style. "Plus, the year before | had 
driven a 40-series Buick sedan from Brisbane to 
Sydney, Australia, a distance of about 1000 km. 


and was quite impressed with its performance 
and tons of torqu 

Compter has been a collector of rare cars since 
the 1960s; his museum numbers nearly 100 cars. 
As a policy. we keep only one car per make, and 
the rarest which passes through my hands usu 
ally ends up staying. Once | found out exactly 
what model this was, 
and the low number of 
them built, | put it in 
storage fo await its turn 
to be restored. 

How low a number? 
Buiek built just 21 of 
these, and only nine were right-hand drive. Look 
closely--ean you guess the model? To all ac 
counts it's a 1937 Century Model 67X (far export. 
That's not all--word is that this one was once in 
the ownership of the Commander in charge of the 
US. Air Force in New Zealand during WWIL 
Compter relates, ‘The man I bought it from had 
come to live in Glenbervie (near Kamo) on a for- 
estry contract and had come from the city of 
Hamilton, south of Auckland. The USAF had an 
airbase there during WWII. The seller told me the 
story about the WWI-USAF ownership, and when 


“This rare Buick deserves 
to be brought back to life." 


| noticed the remains of a pennant on the front 
fe nid the grey airforce color under the yel 
low paint, | concluded that the story must be 


Unfortunately, | have not found the firewall 
plate--it may have been stolen off it many years 
ago. My son Dennis and | have studied the chas- 
sis and the body under the firewall and conclud 
that the car was originally RHD. Maybe the U 
bought the vehicle secondhand. One needs to 
remember, of course, that the war in the Pacific 
started rather abruptly for you Americans alter 
Pearl Harbor, and there may not have been time 
to ship staff cars out from the USA to farawa 
New Zealand.” 

The car's chas: 
sis is in sound con 
dition” and it came 
with two engines, 
one of which is the 
original one 
All the mechanical parts of 
the body 


and 
mostly overhauled 
this 67X wer 
ended up living outside and now heeds major 
attention. “Presently.” Hans continues, “we are 
spending so much on other restorations that 
the only way to get the Buick 67X done is to 
offer it for sale, so that the buyer can provide 


stored indoors but 


finances to bring it to a good end 
Compter would like to hear from parties in- 
trigued by this unusual ‘37 


comptendigrin.co.nz. “This rare Buick deserves 
to be brought back to life. 
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At Compter's auto shop, “we specialize The 


advantage to having work done in 


difficult projects. Often such projects are of NZ. “The hourly rate is so much cheaper than i 
historical importance, or the car is the only the U.S. We offer skilled work by top craftsmen 
known survivor, and for that reason alone at only $30 U.S., at the present rate of ex 
needs to be resurrected. Right now we are change.” The asking price of U.S.$3750 is of 
working on a 1923 Benz 6-cylinder (one of 3 course negotiable depending on whether 

known to exist), a 1926 Austro Daimler, a  Compter’s shop would be asked to do the resto: 
1917 Saxon Cloverleaf Roadster, a rare 1924 ration work 

Fiat 519S, a 1925 Lancia Lambda, a 1923 Visit www. prewarcar.com/privates/hans 
Isotta and a 1966 Daimler compter# to see some of the splendid results, gg 


SA Ee. Ley TECHNICAL 


REMOVING 


HUBCAPS TIPS 


The best way to remo 


¢ hubcaps without scratching the painted rim is to wrap the tip of a long (12 
inches or so) screwdriver with a rag, insert it between the hubcap and the rim, then give it a quick hit 
with the palm of your hand, Be sure to have per holding on to the hubcap so it doesnt fall on the 
ground. Ifyou are alone, use a blanket to catch the hubcap. 


It tends to work best if you tap the handle of the screwdriver first to get the rag protected blade 
firmly down in between the hubcap and the rim, before giving it that last hit with the palm of your 
hand. Make sure the ra screwdriver shaft where it touches the beauty rim, Someti 
the hubcaps really fly out, so have the blanket spre 


so covers 1 


out several feet from the rim: 
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Originally published in the Torqu 


Sealed-beam headlights were installed as fac 
tory equipment on all U.S.-built passenger cars on 
1940 models except Crosley, Bantam, Willys, and 
Graham, and immediately the lighting equipment 
of approximately 30 million cars then on the road 
became absolescent. The vastly superior road illu: 
mination, which did not tend to seriously diminish 
with time, prompted many owners of pre-1940 
cars to retrofit sealed-beam equipment. The car 
collector of today, however, in the interests of au 
thenticity, is often faced with the necessity of do 
ing the best he can to get along with basically infe 
rior lighting ecnuipment on his collector car 

While it is unlikely that the owner of an antique 
or pre-1940 vehicle can expect to get night illumi 
nation equivalent to that provided in modem cars, 
should be possible {o tune up the system so that 
his car can be operated safely during the hours of 
darkness. Many owners are understandably reluc 
tant to even operate an antique ear at night, but 
case one is delayed on a trip or tour, it behooves 
the owner to have some capability for such article 
to offer some suggestions, It is the purpose of this 
article to offer some suggestions for improvement 
of your lighting equipment. 


AUXILARY DRIVING LAMPS. 


A pair of auxiliary driving lamps was popular 
accessory equipment in the pre-1940 era and still 
is today on antique cars. They will go a long way to 
ward remedying an inferior lighting situation. Aux: 
iliary lamps are available in both regular and 
sealed beam versions, and while it is a moot ques- 
tion if sealed beam auxiliary lamps will be re- 
ded as authentic in all quarters for pre-1940 
cars, there is always the possibility that they can 
be readily removed for critical judging in car 
shows, 

Auxiliary lamps are often used carelessly, being 
med more or less willy-nilly, the attitude being 
that they rate there more for looks, not effective 
ness, But if properly aimed and adjusted, they can 
contribute about 100% in improved lighting. Light 
ing experts suggest that the left auxiliary lamp be 
connected to the high-beam circuit to give im 
proved lighting down the road. The right auxiliary 


TECHNICAL 
TIPS 


Tube, April 1988 


should be connected to the low-beam circuit and 
aimed to illuminate the right shoulder of the road. 

The use of auxiliary lamps imposes an extra 
burden on the lamp circuits; with the result that 
excessive voltage drop may reduce the output of 
the entire light system to the point where nothing 
is gained by adding extra lamps. It is essential the 
lighting circuits, and in some cases the wiring size, 
may have to be increased, or light circuit relays be 
employed, in order to realize the full advantages of 
auxiliary illumination, 


THE LAMP CIRCUITS 


The candlepower of any lamp bulb is very sen 
sitive to voltage. A 10 percent reduction of voltage 
applied to the lamp bulb results in a 30 percent 
reduction in candlepower, while a 20 percent re- 

duction reduces the candlepower by almost one 
half, When you consider that there are as many as 
10 to 20 connections in the typical headlight cir 

cuit, from battery post back through the frame of 
the car to the other battery post, and many of 
these connections are casual metal to metal con 

tacts subject to all kinds of corrosion, it is a won: 

der that our headlamps on the old car work with 
any degree of efficiency whatsoever. 

The slightest bit of corrosion anywhere in the 
lamp circuit can, and often does, cause a signifi 
cant loss in voltage at the lamp. The first thing to 
check, of course, are the battery terminals, cables, 
and ground strap. but you will probably already 
have taken care of these points in routine mainte 
nance. 

To check voltage drop in the lighting circuit, a 
low-voltage DC voltmeter will be most useful. If the 
test prods that come with the meter are not ade- 
quate, replace one with a lead about six feet long 
with a large battery clip on the end, Solder a sharp 
prod to the end of the other lead. Connect to the 
battery clip to a good ground on the frame or to 
the ground terminal of the battery. Touch the 
other lead to the lamp body. With the upper beam 
on, there is, it indicates that the lamp body is 
poorly grounded to the frame of the car. The lamp 
mounting bolts should be sanded to remove rust 
and the assembly tightened. Test again, and if the 
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condition persists, check the connection between 
the fender and frame for rust and corrosion. 
Tighten the fender bolts and headlight mounting 
bar if the car has them. In extreme cases, it may be 
necessary to solder a ground wire from fender to 
frame, but this should rarely be necessary. 

Next, attach the battery clip of the voltmeter 
lead to a hot terminal on the car-either the un- 
grounded battery terminal or the hot side of the 
starter switch. Turn on the high beams and pierce 
the insulation on the high beam lead with the 
sharp tip of the test lead as near the headlamp 
socket as possible. A voltage drop greater than 0.4 
volt with a 21 cp lamp or 0.6 volt with a 32 cp 
lamp is considered excessive. All connections and 
ements in the lighting circuit must be checked. 
To check the units, leave the battery clip on the 
voltmeter on the hot terminal. With the high beam 
on, apply the test prod in turn to the ammeter ter 
minals, fuse holder, lighting switch terminals, and 
the foot dimmer switch. If excessive voltage drop is 
discovered in any of these units, improve the con 
tact by sanding, or replace the unit. 

Other sources of trouble in old cars may be 
traced to frayed or broken strands; 
in the wires, corroded terminals, 
or poor insulation due to wear or 
soaking in oil. In many cases, the 
only solution is complete replace- 
ment of the wiring, 


Eboe oF 


THE LENS AND REFLECTOR == 


In almost the 


every 
lenses on a given make of car 


LEFT 


Were designed to be used with re- 
flectors from the same lens manu- 
facturer. The use of mismatched 
lenses and reflectors is quite 
likely to result in improper light 
distribution. Most lenses will have 
@ notch, or lug. $0 they can be 
mounted only in a certain way, 80 
the use of incorrect lenses for a 
given make of car is a practice to 
be discouraged. The lens gasket should not be ne- 
glected in restoration-a dried-out or broken gasket 
will allow moisture and dust to get inside the lens 
and on the reflector. 

‘The reflector must be thoroughly clean and 


SECONDAR 


highly polished. Only a silver reflecting surface will 
give satisactory results. Chrome-plated or nickel 
plated reflectors are relatively ineffective, yielding 
only about 60 to 70 percent the reflectivity of a pol- 
ished silver-plated reflector. So, if your restoration 
shop suggests use of chrome plating on the reflec 
tors, don't do it, unless you plan never to use your 


car at night. 

Never touch the surface of the silver reflector as 
fingerprints will quickly tarnish it. Clean the reflec- 
tor by dusting with a soft cloth. Reflectors can be 
polished with a mixture of lamp black and alcohol 
applied with a cotton or chamois swab. Rub very 
lightly in a radial direction (center to edge) but 
never in a circular motion around the reflector. 
Commercial silver polishes cannot be recom- 
mended as they are too harsh and remove too 
much of the plating. If the reflector does not polish 
up because the silver is worn through, it should be 
replated or replaced. A bent reflector cannot be 
straightened accurately to its original contour, and 
should be discarded. 


THE LAMP BULB 


Lamp bulbs which have begun to show signs of 
blackening on the inside of the glass are near the 
end of useful life and should be replaced at once. 
Be sure to use the lamp bulb recommended by the 
manufacturer of your car. When replacing bulbs 
with bayonet bases such as 1000, 1158, or 1116, 
be sure to refocus the headlamps 
after bulb replacement, Most cars 
starting about 1936 or 1935 use 
the pre-focused type 2320 or 2330 
bulb. No refocusing is required for 
these lamp bulbs, but be sure 

the three hold down lugs on 
the socket enter the slots in the 
bulb base flange; then tum the 
bulb to the right so that the lugs. 
are in the extreme ends of the 
slots. 


OT SPOT 


AIMING THE LAMPS 


It is almost impossible to sup 
ply brief aiming instructions thi 
will remain in accordance with all 
manufacturers’ recommendations, 
We checked a few owner's manu. 
als and shop manuals, and the 

headlight aiming instructions, while basically simi- 
lar, differ considerably in fine detail, Some specify 
aiming while the car is empty and others with the 
weighting of the normal complement of passengers. 
We even found one set of instructions calling for 
aiming with the lenses removed. There is some uni- 
versal agreement: all instructions we read call for 
aiming an the high beam; the design of the lamp 
then automatically takes care of the low beam. The 
other area of agreement is that aiming should be 
done on a screen exactly 25 feet from the front of 
the headlamps. 
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Preferably, you should follow the instructions of headlamps and draw short vertical lines on the 


the manufacturer of the particular make and 
model of your car as outlined in shop and service 
manuals; however, if information is not available 
for your car, you may safely use the data from the 
following pages for headlight aiming as taken from 
MoToR magazine, January 1940. 

For correct aiming, the headlamps must be ad- 
justed hoth laterally (side to side) and vertically (up 
and down), To establish lateral and vertical aim, 
set a sereen (garage wall may do), exactly 25 feet in 
front of the headlamps on level ground. Sight down 
the center of the rear window and over the hood 
ordainment to the screen and mark a vertical line 
on the screen (tape will do). [This 
method of getting the centerline 
assumes that your car “tracks” 
perfectly - not always the case] 
Draw a horizontal line distance 
from the ground to the center of 
the headlamps. Measure the hori- 
zontal distance from the centerline 
of the vehicle to the center of the 


screen corresponding 10 the center of each head- 
lamp. 

Ifyour car is equipped with focusing screws on 
the back of the headlamps, first adjust the focus of 
each lamp. Tur the adjusting screw until the “hot 
spot” (brightest area of the beam): as seen on the 
sereen, is as narrow as possible from top to bot- 
tom. 

When adjusting the aim of the lamps, cover one 
at a time while adjusting the other so that stray 
light does not interfere. For location of aiming ad- 
justments screws on our 37-38 Buicks, see the 


diagrams below, 


‘open head and. 
ight oF left 
fon nut on 


‘Turn to raise or lower beam 


SIX WOLT WERSUS TWELLE-IOIT ELECTRICAL 
SYSTEMS FOR OUR PREWAR BUICKS 


By Clive Merry (#1814) 


ollowing on from comments 

made in the July/August 04 Torque Tube 

article regarding the shape of headlamp 

lenses, it has been my experience that 
most original equipment inside the headlamp 
shells Was jettisoned many years ago during 12 
volt conversion in a quest for better lighting and 
better starting, Little if any thought was given to 
authenticity or to preserving the aesthetics of the 
frontal design when viewed side-on in the rush to 
graft a 12-volt sealed beam headlamp with a flatter 
glass into the Buick shell. It is my opinion that the 
integrity of the total design of the frontal aspect, 
comprising the epitome of forward thrust, is sadly 
compromised when the headlamp glass appears 
virtually flat. Furthermore, most of the o,e.m. 
parts removed during the change were consigned 
to the garbage bin, meaning that today, whilst 
lenses can be sourced, it is more difficult to find 
buckets and adjusting screw hardware should a 
return to stock be desired. 

Ifa car is being restored to be a show winner 
then there is no option but to stay with 6-volt 
0.¢.m, and good luck to anyone whose car does not 
have the correct components in their search for it 


However, if usability is an issue then 
the following suggestions could be of help to allow 
total practicality while still retaining use of the 
original very convex lenses, 


LIGHTING ISSUES 


One of the driving forces behind 12-velt con- 
version was to obtain better nighttime visibility 
through the proven ability of a 12-volt bulb to 
glow brighter than a similarly sized 6-volt unit. 
However, in both cases performance is governed 
by good grounding through the body and chas- 
sis to complete the electrical circuit. This dete- 
riorates slowly over time due to factors such as 
dirt, rust, and loose and broken connections, 
Also, the original wiring, whilst adequate when 
fully insulated, is prone to short circuits 
through disturbance and consequent break- 
down of this rubber and fabric-style insulation. 
Therefore, it is fundamental to top lighting per- 
formance to have wiring and grounding systems 
thal are right up to scratch. Attention to these 
matters alone will significantly imprave lighting 
output, especially in 6-volt systems. 
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Another component to deteriorate over time is 
the reflective ability of the reflector dish behind the 
bulb. The cure here, if not converting to sealed 
beams, is to find a plater with the ability to re- 
silver the dish, Usually, a jeweler or trophy en- 
graver will be able to assist with a recommendation 
and referral. Renewing the gasket between the lens 
and the dish will prevent a build-up of dust on the 
inside of the glass and preserve the new silver fin- 
ish of the reflector dish. 

The headiamp bulbs originally fitted to our cars 
are now referred to as the American Prefocus type 
and were common to 6-volt Volkswagen Beetles, as 
well as many quite modern motorcycle headlamps 
‘The base configuration and external shape and size 
of the globe have been duplicated with quartz halo- 
gen internal technology and these bulbs are readily 
available in both 6-and 12-volt ratings, I have used 
these successfully in a 6 volt system and have 
found them to produce a much whiter light, but 
would not recommend using bulbs with a current 
draw of more than 35 watts on either filament, 
unless wiring to them is of a heavier grade than 
that supplied originally 

Yet another way of improving night-time visibil- 
ity is by the fitting of headlamp relays in the light- 
ing circuit so that current flow and voltage drop 
through the switchgear is reduced, resulting in 
more power at the bulb and consequently better 
lighting, 

Probably the simplest and most effective way of 
providing more light is by the use of auxiliary lights 
mounted on the bumper irons or windshield posts 
and variously referred to as driving lights. fog 
lights, or spotlights, These hugely improve the driv: 
ability of an old car at night, but lead to matters 
such as battery capacity and charging rate that 
require consideration so as not to end up with a 
drained battery and « non-starting ear after pro- 
longed usage. This then follows on to the second 
major reason for 12-Volt conversions-that of start- 
ing issues, 


STARTING ISSUES 


It has been my experience that « properly main- 
tained 6-volt system will have no problem starting 
a small series straight-8 so long as it is in reason- 
able mechanical condition and a good state of 
tune. Problems may occur, however, if the fuel has 
to be drawn right from the gas tank, or if win- 
ter temperatures are way colder than anything we 
experience here in New Zealand. Obviously. com- 
ponents such as the starter motor, battery. genera- 
tor/alternator, fuel pump, carburetor. and wiring 
all need to be up to the mark. 

Because our older cars tend to sit for extended 
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periods, the fuel will evaporate or run back down 
the line so that there is none being supplied to the 
combustion chamber when attempting to start @ 
motor that has not been run for several weeks. 
This is why the fitting of electric fuel pumps is 
common, but | would argue that if it is only the 
supply of fuel for an initial cold start that is re- 
quired (and given that the mechanical fuel pump is 
perfectly capable of keeping up once the motor is 
running) why not fit a bulb pump from a portable 
outboard motor tank in the fuel line next to the 
mechanical pump? A way cheaper and foolproof 
method of filling the bow! of the carburetor is to 
give it a few squeezes after dipping the oil on initial 
start-up. 

‘A heavy earth cable from the starter motor to 
the chassis will help to complete the circuit and 
allow a 6-volt starter to spin at the speed it was 
designed to, Similarly, a good ground from the bat- 
tery post to the engine and chassis will do likewise 
Make sure all these connections are tight and 
lean, 

If a majority of usage is envisioned to be over 
shorter distances, and the car is not for serious 
judging, then consideration may be given to fitting 
an aftermarket alternator. These are available as 
both 6- and 12-volt units. 

Finally, to the battery itself. Keep it triekle- 
charged to full capacity when the car is not being, 
used. Recently, I have favored a non-original 
squarer 6-volt type with twice the cold-cranking 
capacity of the long, narrow original, which | was 
able to source at a third of the cost, However, my 
next battery purchase will be an 8-volt job these 
being readily available for mobility scooters now, 
and I am assured that there will be no negative re- 
percussions such as blown 6-volt bulbs or mal- 
functioning gauges, but that the car will start eas: 
ier and the lights will be better. This would proba- 
bly be the single easiest and most effective way of 
improving a 6-volt starting and lighting system. 


I hope that in the writing of this articte 1 have 
provided some options and provoked some thinking 
and maybe discussion with respect to the contin- 
ued application of 6-volt electrical systems in vel 
cles that were originally supplied with them, My 
rationale behind this is to encourage owners to re- 
tain the intended look and design of the headlamp 
pods and lenses, but to also be able to make some 
modifications behind the glass or under the hood to 
improve the practical drivability of the vehicle so 
that it is easy to operate under modern conditions. 
Any comment, feedback, or further suggestions 
would be most welcome. clivegluepot hotmail.com 


ADS FOR CLUB MEMBERS ARE FREE! 
After your ad has appeared once, the Torque Tube will rerun it one more time if you ask. The best 
way is to e-mail or mail your ad. include a photograph if you wish. If you want to run an ad con- 
tinuously, inquire about our business ad rates. 


Mark Jordan: (415) 203-4180—torquetube3738ayahoo.com 
www.torquetube.com 


PARTS FOR SALE 


1937 grille shell in very good condition, $ _ 


OST gis ee ee 1 Two 16-inch wheels for a 1938 Buick 
isa geting eve ples cing 11 Special. Will accept best affer. Good 
iphone 1} condition, needs to be refinished 
: 1958 Special pee ood $100 ' Rick Yost #1704 
1938 Special hood side panels, vg cond,, $100 set 808-374-9093 
1938 deck lid, good cond. $100 rednyldaaol.com 
1937-38 bumpers vg. cond.. $100 ea, | peteeenee ene ---- 
Minc, heads for both series engines, $95 { 1°37 Buick Century fenders, good condi 
Small series engines, $100-$300 + 1 tion, $500.00 plus $ & H Michi 
Lotw of 37-98 parts. All prices plus S & H 1 Ifyou need any further information, 


Hi please let me know 


Call for your needs. 


Lloyd Ikerd (#1612) H Dick Schnitzer (#1393) 
248-685-2829 


949-640-8200 
elzfargoamsn.com 


Buick Bonery parting out 1937 & 1938 Buicks 
Many parts available, Please call for full listing 


Ken Schmidt 
6970 Stamper Way, 
Sacramento, CA 95828 
Phone: 916-381-5271 
Fax: 916-381-0702 
buickboneryawebtv.net 


TORQUE TUBE BACK ISSUES FOR SALE BY MEMBER 
Approximately 90 back issues of Torque Tube Magazine from 1989 to 2004, lots of technical tips! 


Ray Kirkpatrick (#241) 
3604 Baker St. 
Collegeville, PA 19426 
610-539-9547 


TOBER 2004 


FOR SALE-1937 SPECIAL PARTS, 


Starter (734Z) with solenoid $35 
Generator (918G) needs rebuild $35 
Shocks (pair/front) VG $125 
Shocks (pair/rear) VG $125 
‘Trunk emblem (complete) $25 
Distributor (663Y) $25 
Oil pump $25 
Battery cover $15 
Front spindles (pair/exc) $100 
Grill (left/ NOSR) REPRO (in original box) $100 
Regulator (tested and painted) EXC $50 
‘Taillight lenses and bezels (pair) $35 
Ashtray (front) $10 
Ashtray (rear) complete VG_$25 
‘Water pump (good core) $20 
Sunvisor Chrome bracket (left) VG_$20 
Defroster/heater motors Gv (new/repro)(2) $15 each/S25 pair 
Heater/defroster switch (taupe) after market $10 
Engine splash pans (pair) VG_$50 
1937 shop manual VG $35 
1937 radio manual (repro) $5 
1937 Paint Chip sets (Dupont, Sherman Williams) VG plus Xerox copies 
of Acme, Murphy and RM $35/b.0. 
Taillight lenses (pair) $25 
‘Trunk emblem glass “BUICK” (red) VG. $15 
‘Trunk emblem glass license plate lenses (clear) $10 
Interior doar handle set (includes + door handles, 4 large window cranks and 2 wing window 
cranks) G $10 each or S75 for set of 10 
New 50 ep bulbs (headlights) pair S15 
New 50 ep bulbs (driving lights) pair $15 
32 cp headlight bulbs $5 each 
32 ep driving lights bulbs $5 each 


Having, sold my ‘37 Special. have many parts that are not listed. Call maybe I can help you out 


Jerry Root, 71 South Pollard Drive, Fulton, New York 13069 
Phone 315-598-2319, or buickboywtweny.rr.com 


1938 Special sidemounts, 
Complete set: Fenders, covers. mounting hardware, and locks 
Very nice with no rust, 
‘$2,500 firm. 
Can be used also with 1938 Century. 


{See “Tech Tips” in Torque Tube, Mar/Apr 2001 & Sept/Oct 1998.) 

Complete set. Located in north-central Pennsylvania. Photographs available upon serious request, 
Ron Vellekoop (#926) 
701 Raleigh Road SE 


Palm Bay, FL 32909 
Phone 321-733-9449 
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PARTING 37/38 BUICKS 
Just a small portion of what's available. Please call or write for more information. 


1937 Parts 
‘37 large series wiper motor $25.00 + “37 Auxiliary speaker $75.00 
‘37 master heater $75.00 + ‘37 coupe & conv. front seat $200.00 
‘37 rims-Specials & Roadmasters $75.00 ea. 
‘37 tail lights $100.00 pair + ‘37 SS carb. No choke parts $75.00 


1938 Parts 
‘38 vacuum starter switch NOS $75.00 * 38 master heater & defroster $75.00 
38 Special rims $50.00 . "38 - 3.60 rear end gears $500.00 
‘38 large series insert rods $35.00 ea. 
‘38 taillights $125.00 pair * ‘38 tail light lens NOS $50.00 
‘38 jack $125.00 © 38 owner's manual, very nice $35.00 
Large series timing chain cover, new style w/replacement seals $50.00 
Large series water pumps $65,00 + 38 Roadmaster rear end-low mileage $300.00 
‘38 taillights $125.00 pair + ‘38 defroster ducts $25 pair 
‘38 large series carb. Complete $250.00 


1937 & 1938 Parts 
Roadmaster & limited rear motor mounts, new steel rubber $75.00 pair 
Front fender lights $100.00 pair _* Special running boards $200.00 pair 
Large series transmissions $300.00 + Headlight switches $25,00 
Starters & generators $75.00 & $100.00 * Vent windows $50.00 ea. 
‘Small series air cleaners $75.00 


Dave Tacheny (#997) 
11949 Oregon Ave. N, Champlin, MN 55316 
763 427-3460 


precvosssuencvaesaess eae 


BUICK DECALS FOR SALE 


1936-40 (B-AC-4) A/C Air Cleaner Oil Wetted... B&W...$3.00 
1936-42 (B-AC-5) A/C Air Cleaner Oil Wetted....Red & Black.,..$3,00 
1936-48 (B-AC-6) A/C Air Cleaner Oil Wetted... Red & Blue... $3.00 
1936-37 (B-VC-2) Valve Cover Decal...Red...$5.00 
1938 (B-VC-3) Valve Cover Decal...$5.00 
1937-42 (B-OF-3) A/C Oil Filter...Silver...$3.00 
1936-56 (B-GB-1) Glove Box Key Instuctions...$1.00 
1937 (B-GB-3) Glove Box Tire Pressure.,.$1.50 
1938-39 (B-GB-4) Glove Box Tire Pressure...$1.50 
1936-40 (B-GB-9) Owners Manual Envelope...$2.00 
1936-42 (B-GB-14) Interior Care Booklet...$3.50 
1936-58 (B-GB-16) Owners 1.D, Card...$1.00 
1936-38 (B-GB-17) Battery Warranty Card...$2.00 
1936-38 (B-GB-18) Tire Warranty Card....$2.00 
1926-49 (B-5) Buick Anti-Freeze Tag...Red...$2.00 
1936-58 (B-6) G.M. Anti-Freeze Tag. .Tan...$3.00 
1936-65 (B-19) Buick Lube Stickers...$.50 


Del Carpenter (#620) 
6150 Baldwin St. 


| 
‘ 
‘ 
i 
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PARTS WANTED 


1937 Buick Roadmaster series 80: need N.O.S. or reproduction front suspension and steering 
parts or information on where I can buy them for the 80 series. 
Jack Maples (#1019) 
402-792-2548 
13000 South 68" St, 


1938 Century radiator and the stainless strips for the sides of the ‘38 C 
Malcolm Fischer (#1746) 
403-742-1663 
sandguysatelus.net 


1937 Century Convertible Coupe (series 66C); | 
Sunvisors ~ mount to front header of convertible top. 
is 


37 orig: 


Stainless moldings for ranning 


Stainless moldings for sidemount tre 
Correct inside rear view mirror 


# covers ‘ Tim Henderson (#1766) ' 
3 352-527-6670 ' 


Split-type” rear window frame (in convertible 1 
Reur extension piece for rumble seat gutter-t OR ETTA,| 

‘enterline radio book, original or copy | 
Also; Digital phiotogenphs or similar imagen shown is fine, for a 1937 special ' 
Correct upholstery pattem for leather front seat Jerry Pagano (#961) ' 


Correct upholstery pattern for rumble seat 609-748-2462 
All aspects of interior behind front seat, including 
rumble seat area 


Front floor area surrounding pedals: 193) 


Jon Kanas (#1732) 
303-225-7437 
kan 


err aaariees 1938 Special front bumper center 
accessory badge “Buick 8° 


11 steel brace that goes under the rear fender to hold on ' 
' the taillight 1938 Radio-good complete condition | 
‘ 2 long bolts for headlamp bucket adjustment Rear deck lid emblem “Buick’ i 
{2 brackets that hold the bolt (pictures attached) ' 
H Exhaust system original hangers: H Art Fensod (#1758) H 
: a 357 Country Lane ' 
| Fred Muscavitch (#1560) 920-490-3735 | Loudon, TN 37774 ' 

a aaa ‘ad I= ca 865-408-0525 ‘ 


1937-40-Phaeton front seat adjustment mechanism 
tracks and all. 


38 66C brake drums. 


George Cooper (#1774) 
4305 Woodlark Dr. Annandale, VA 22003 
703-280-1442 


Walter E. Smith 
410-765-6702 
ithe 


CARS FOR SALE 


1937 100% ORIGINAL 


showroom-new and has @ 1996 National first 
prize winning badge. 


ge. The car is located in Mel- 


} 1937 100% original with 25,800 mi 
tose, Florida (26 miles from Gainesville). We will 
| deliver within 100 miles at no charge. Any fur 

| ther will be at the buyer's expense. I am attach 
ing a few photos. Thanks for your help 


Vince Santostefano (#1723) 


352-475-1202 
| 1938 Buick Century 4-Door Touring Sedan. Model 61, Style no. 38-4619, Botticelli Blue, Reluctantly. | 
| need to part with this good runner. Replaced all the electrical, but needs interior and body work to be | 
{ a show car. $13,000 OBO. E-mail for pictures H 
H Pierce psflemingacomcast.net 763-374-1789 H 
H 1938 CENTURY MODEL 61 
i 1938 Century, 4-door sedan, Model 61, 105,000 miles, VIN 13301314. $15,000 U.S. 


Hl Dual side mounts, fog lamps, fold-down rear bumper guard, newer Lester WWWs. 
{Older restoration of a 100%: complete car, | have a complete ownership history (PA & NY) and shop 
‘manual along with several years of Torque Tubes. There is a bit of paint peel on the left front fender 
and paint is thin in a few areas-chrome shows some age, but is complete and shiny- interior is com 
{plete and shows very well. The car is an all-around gorgeous example and a winner of many local 
awards from Central NY and Norther PA including a Third Place showing at the AACA Memorial Day 
i weekend show in Norwich, NY-one of the largest shows in the Northeast), 

This Buick starts, runs, and drives strong-she was 
{my Dad's favorite and | wish I could keep her...1oo 
{many toys and toddlers in the house. Ifyou would 
Hike to give this beautiful old cara loving home please 
{call me. | have a series of digital photos | can e-mail 
Hor print and send) to any interested parties. 

Car is located in NY and | am in VA-so some coordi 


‘nation will be involved for a showing. 


' Bill Fowler (#1195) 

i PO Box 5009 Fort Lee, VA 23801 
' VoiceMail: 804-721-8472 
CW4 Fowlerwyahoo.com 


CARS FOR SALE 


1937 CENTURY M-60C 


1937 Century M-60C, 4-dr conv 

Black with tan interior. Needs front seat redone. 

verall body very good-needs attention in truck 

. Top, dash, wheels, front glass and othe 

things redone, Engine runs great, does smoke a 
little. $15,000 firm. Florida 


Bill Stoldt (#1389) 
buickbillamsn.com 


727-535-5478 


1937 CENTURY MODEL 61 


1937 Buick Century Model 61 
Alway's garaged, original paint, engine purrs like a kitten, Award 
winner! Moving west and we need the funds for transition, 


\} 
| 
James Ratzken 

PETS LE 


T1936 
Buiecx 


Srory 


rtible 


1937 or ‘38 Buick Special or Century con’ 
sedan with sidemounts, must be complete and 
original, no rust buckets, 


Tadepth and exact, follow the new '36 Buick ay 
1 mulher in an America shaking of the aac 


ete aoe 


Please send information and pictures to: 


few Century. the Buick built fora King, opening of GM 


Philip J. Kuhn {South Gate ‘assembly faclity, Bucks 
ATS Grand Ave: yf 36, complete specs ard much, mich note 
Gurnee, IL 60031 ro, = > 

Phone: 847-360-1961 ' $30 ip 2432 Bridwell Way 
Fax: 847-360-1652 ' = Hayward, CA 94545 


aes Nala is 
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BER 2004 


LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT 
24.99 


WAITE T-SHIRT $18.99 


a THESE ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE @ 
y! hittp.//wwucafeshops.can/torquetube 


WALL CLOCK $18.99 


\ 


- 


LARGE MUG 
$15.99 


you can send your order directly to: 


If you don’t have internet access 


1937 - 1938 BUICK CLUB 
P.O. BOX 21000 
OAKLAND, CA 94620 


Please add 15% for shipping and handling 
Please include shirt size 


STAINLESS STEEL 2004 1937-1938 
TRAVEL MUG WALL CALENDAR 
$18.99 STILL AVALABLE $19.99 


MOUSE PAD 
$14.99 


TORQUE TUBE 


EPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2004 


‘avares (#1813) 
Corte Breve 
20, CA 94580-1301 


Clive Merry (#1814) 


ur 10 Ghuepot Roa 
weicome %© o Orem moet 


NEW ZEALAND, 


Robin & Dave Kempf (#1815) 


John R. Young 
jovrolet-Bisick (#1810) 


Allen Riebe (41817) 
ce Mile Drive 


394 T 
Kalispell, MT 59001 


\ DRIVEREPORTS 


TORQUE TUBE SEP 


1937-1938 Buick “HOOD HINGES” 


AU Stainless Steel Reproduction of the Original Trim 
Orders Cul To Length To Fit Your Model and Your 


$195 


plus shipping and tax (CA) 
Bob's Specialty Parts 
9282 Sungold Way, ramento, CA 95826 
(916) 362-2597 


NOW AVAILABLE! INSIDE FRONT and BACK PAGE FULL COLOR ADS 


For competitive rates and information, please contact the editor Mark Jordan 
TORQUE TUBE 
P.O. BOX 21000 
OAKLAND, CA 94620 


Mark Jordan: 415-203-4180—torquetube3738yahoo.com 
www.torquetube.com 


1904-1965 BUICK RESEARCH SERVICE 


Additional infor 
1938 in the "Valve 


AUTOMOBILIA 
(05) 434-2965 


1937-38 BUICK 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NONICE 


Seed 


——. #¥A 


DOOR WEATHERSEAL-SPONGE 937-38 Seren 6020.90 


Chen OWSTE TSS ‘ 
sop — Dee sian Rear Arm $290, Center $790 Valve Body $285, 
EN om MER S000. [RUNNING BOARD INSULATORS. 1937-38 


‘AF Models. ALL MEW MATERIAL! 
4 needed Per Running Board 
ares Sel of 8._$17500 


O0R BOTTOM SEAL 
‘ip Type —-0W.36._s298 


TRUNK SEAL:SEDANS.172 Wise 

‘Sor 1000. TW $550 
‘Sedan. 6" Wide 

ser 4000. TWATIS._s4850 


OOO REST PADS. 1937.38 6 Per. Cae 
WRT $0950 


Sess eibia daoxneae 1937.38 Floormats Brown or Black $225,00 ea. 
Ba 


Sponge... TL360. 
Wasi Tont39 $48 88 
CLUTCH and BRAKE PEDALS Ser 40.00 preteen ep tthbegaial 


ne ential; PLASTIC DOOR HANDLE and Window: 
(8.14308, $7 2500 Were Ringe HET 46.00 


OUTSIO DOOR HANDLE CHROME 


F204, Lm sd 
mien 
Te sae Tenet sn oe 
1 
pom acceenaon pas 09 a oe 
sas ie i 
Dr ARSON v 


DOOR FERRULE INSTALLATION TOOL 


0 Refundable Rewrned Within 30 Daye 


SMIFT BOOT. 193728 Series 49 Onty! orrooL se tem 
‘Black ae 


38 TRUNK HANOLEALGNT MOUNTING 
Sere tO Bk Om. 5100 nen ges 


\WaTOR MOUNT. FRONT. All Modi 
ROUND PADS. SP-338 $12.50 pr, 


LOVE Boxes s10.5008 Coun. se aay. 852 50 pe 


1257 HUB CAPS, al Ser HOST $60 


CARB KITS: CARTER Wren Beauty Rings Seo $115) Set ott 


cK00¢ $2430 
Stromberg CRAPS 31250 


OL 


TORQUE BALL SEAL KIT AB Models 
Tak 34, 2875 . 


SOME OTHER ITEMS WE STOCK: BEARINGS, 
Decas, Engine Pain Shop Marva, Parts 


VISOM VANITY" MIRHOR. 


LICENSE PLATE FRAMES Chromed Brass ‘SHEPPENG fUstans ofherwtee noted on 

Peas Sea | q erenim Shopng Charge s798 
pr sthet label epee uemese ae 
‘King Pin Sets Heso GRD ES co $100 ana wp. sii3s 


BOB'S AUTOMOBILIA BOX 2119 ATASCADERO, CA 93423 TELEPHONE (805) 434 - 2963 
VISA-MASTERCARD . CATALOG #50 $5.00 OR ONLINE AT Lobsautomabiia com 
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BUICK...Upholstery an al a 


Top Kits 1927-1955 


| 1877 tha 1853 —— 


| eS a 
WIRING HARNESSES || stomp ssc tn 
| WIRING HARNESSES ~~ auc RESTORATION SaROGEE 


RO. BOK PERRY, MICHIGAN 4sh72 
AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION 
WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1953 | 
HAND CRAFTED WITH THE | 
FINEST MATERIALS | | 


be! than wane 


. UNSHLUTON STRUCTION 
© SCHEMATICS 
ALSO OFFERING: 
* WIRING SUPPLIES 


| wa | 
| ‘| 


IB Donaldson 


2533 W. Cypress St 
Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
(602) 278-4505 


AARNESSES Ory 


Beoutifully Recast 


STEERING WHEELS 


Call or write for brochure 


BOX 435 WAYNE, PA, 19087 


oe ae er ee 
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woo‘aqnjonbioy: ann 
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